von Willebrand's variant (type II Buffalo). Thrombocytopenia after desmopressin but absence of in vitro hypersensitivity to ristocetin.
Von Willebrand's disease is categorized into types and subtypes based on multimeric analysis of plasma von Willebrand's factor. Such categorization is of value because both the mode of inheritance and the choice of therapeutic material differ between subtypes. The Type IIB variant is characterized by hypersensitivity in vitro to ristocetin and thrombocytopenia after administration of desmopressin (DDAVP). Hypersensitivity to ristocetin has also been described in Type I variants but without thrombocytopenia after DDAVP. This report describes a new Type II variant characterized by the converse situation, absence of hypersensitivity to ristocetin in vitro but transient thrombocytopenia after intravenous administration of DDAVP.